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Background 
The document containing a final draft assessment of nutrients input by 7 big rivers incorporating 
recommendations by PRESSURE 7-2017 and minor comments received from Russian was submitted to HDO 
53-2017 for final adoption (HOD 53-2017 document 3-11). However, the document was not adopted due to 
several comments by the countries. In nutshell, the Heads of Delegations pointed out that the unified 
methodology has to be used for the assessment of specific loads from all sub-catchment areas as well as 
unified colour pattern for the maps throughout the document.  
HDO 53-2017 agreed that written comments on the draft assessment of nutrient input by seven biggest rivers 
can be provided by countries to the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi) by 31 January 2018. 
The updated product based on the comments will be further considered by PRESSURE 8-2018 and submitted 
to HOD 54-2018 for approval. 
In meantime, some comments have been received which require specific consideration such as: 
1. It is not clear what methodology has been used to calculate area specific nutrient loads for transboundary 
river sub-catchments, and whether the applied methods are uniform for all transboundary catchments. It 
seems from the Figure 22, that for the Daugava River, the area specific nutrient loads for Belarus and Russia 
are calculated by taking into account net load that reaches the Baltic Sea, not the gross load that originates 
within the country. But for other river basins (for example, Vistula), it seems that gross load has been used 
for calculations.  
2. Color scale for maps should be consistent throughout the report! For example, now area specific 
phosphorus loss 9.9kg/km2 in the Daugava and more than 30 kg/km2 in the Vistula or Oder is plotted in the 
same intensity color. This is not correct and creates misleading situations. 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to discuss the method to identify area specific nutrient loads and agree on the data 

which are to be used for its calculation. 

The Meeting is also invited to identify next steps and timeframe to elaborate an updated draft of the 

assessment and endorse the draft for further submission to PRESSURE 8-2018 and HOD 54-2018. 

 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2053-2017-465/MeetingDocuments/3-11-rev%20Assessment%20of%20nutrients%20input%20by%20seven%20biggest%20rivers.pdf

